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On Dec. 11, the Venezuelan Human Rights Education and Action Program (Programa Venezolano
de Educacion Accion en Derechos Humanos, PROVEA) issued a report attributing responsibility
for 143 deaths during 1992 to government security forces. The report did not include deaths which
occurred during the Nov. 27 military uprising. Of the total, PROVEA classified 45 as "executions" by
police officers, and said that more than half of these were carried out in the presence of witnesses.
Between 21 and 34 of the deaths took place during police and military repression of political
protests, 19 were the result of the indiscriminate or excessive use of force, 26 took place within
police or military installations and another 19 were attributed to police abuse of power for personal
reasons. Among those in the latter category, 14 of the victims were "disappeared." Next, PROVEA
indicated that 222 protest marches took place during the year. A total of 75 of these demonstrations
were repressed by security forces, resulting in 26 deaths, 246 people injured and 1,003 arrests. The
PROVEA report also documented 59 cases of torture, 1,851 cases of cruel or degrading treatment,
481 people wounded at the hands of security agents and 178 cases of harassment against political
dissidents. Regarding freedom of expression and the press, PROVEA said that 125 journalists
were detained or subject to abuse, threats, retaliatory firing and obstructions in the exercise of
their profession during 1992. The report also documented 33 instances of press censorship by the
government, 32 of which took place following the Feb. 4 failed coup attempt. (Source: Agence
France-Presse, 12/11/92)
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